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Awesome Dec
F orelgn Policy Imposes Heavy Bur dens

I

' IN THE ‘course of trymg to
} agree- on the awesome deci-
sions that must be taken for
Europe and'Asia, the prin¢ipal

. members

i of the Eisen
rHower Admin-
!istration -put
in very long #
hours. What
,happened one
+day recently
could not be
[ called typical,
“but in the de-
mand it-made §
,on seven or
}exght men it is
fairly charac-
, teristic. - - -

A Cabinet breakfast at 8

m., opened with prayer, was
IThe‘”ﬁrst order of the day. The
orange juice had scarcely been
‘served before the President
istarted the discussion of major

Childs

* problems facing the ‘Adminis-

,tratlon Secretary of Agricul-
’ture Ezra Taft Benson talked
about his trip to Texas and the
serious drought condltlon in
the Southwest.

: He told the Cabinet that a
condition of near panie had
existed among cattle growers
'who wafched ranges wither un-
-der the fierce sun while cattle
prices dropped. After he de-
tailed the steps his depart-

ment had taken to meet: the -

isituation and reassure. cattle-
men, the P1e51dent warmly
Lcongratulated him."™

Quickly the discussion turned
towKeorea and the difficulty of
obtaining a truce in the face
of the stubborn opposition of
‘President Syngman Rhee of

{he Squth Xorean Republic.

But this discussion was neces-
sarily tentative since the Cab-
vinet breakfast had been ar-
,ranged at the early hour to
,mak’e time for a meeting of the
N ati Security Counc
oS

THAT“NSC mectmg will rank
ﬁ one of‘the most important

3-

in the council’s history. Sec-
‘retary of State John Foster
Dulles had gone off for a long
weekend to his retreat, Duck
Island in the St. Lawrence
River. The Undersecretary of
State,
sat in his place. Secretary of
Defense Charles E. Wilson,
also on a brief vacation, was
represented by Deputy Secre-

. tary Roger M. Kyes.

With President Eisenhower

. presiding, the council for near-

ly four hours wrestled with the
dilemma of Korea and the
stalemated effort to get a truce.

The conclusions reached are,’

of course, top secret. But the
nature of at least two negative
ddcisions can be ottlined, since
~with the turn, of events they
are likely soon to become plb-
lic in any event.

"First some of the thinking
that influenced the position of
the Truman Administration on
Korea was definitely ruled out.
This was to the effect that a

contifiuation of the . stalemate,’

with American troops holding
at least part of the line, might
be the lesser of many evils in
view of America’s position of
world responsibility. One
heard from officials in the pre-
vious Administration the sug-
gestion of a parallel between

the job of the British in de-.

fending the frontier of India
in the nineteenth century and

the job of America in indefi- .

mtely holding back commu-
nism in Korea in ‘the twentieth
century .

But the commitments of mod-
ern war, in terms of men and
machines, are so costly that, in
view ‘of the men around the
table, the analogy does not
hold. So prolongation of the
; stalemate is out.

\ oho

\ THE SECOND conclusioi
was that the United States
could "never allow President
Rhee to dictate its foreign and
military policy. Therefore re-
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negotiations take, American
forces if they ﬁght at full scale
again in the Korean penmsula

will not be fighting for the‘

Rhee government. . .
Present at the NSC meeting

‘was Gen. Omar N. Bradley,. re-.

tlrmg chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of -Staff.

had outlined the alternatives
before the country with respect
to Kerea. These alternatives,

the most drastic being air and;
- naval war against the Chinese

mainland, were canvassed.

o Itis haldly necessary to add’
that the talk was for ‘the most
part of a grim nature. No re-’

sponsible person in the Admin-

istration has ever seriously .

considered acceding to Rhee's
demand that the United States

automatically resume fighting.
if agreement on Korea’s unifi-

cation is not reached within 90
days by a political conference
to follow a truce. There is
great hesitation ‘on any agree-
ment that wéuld seem to com-

mit this country to fight later

in the event of-any action that

Rhee would decide was aggres- |

sion against South Korea.

Rhee’s demand that' the |
U. N. forces fight to the Yalu |
River is seen as aninviation to |
indefinite war not on a limited |
but on a fairly large scale. |
Once” the Yalu was reached ;

that 800-mile line would have

to be garrisoned. Garrisoned
by whom? Inevitably, policy-

makers here believe, American

To all concerned, one thing

is ow painfully obvious. There
is no one decision th

, is right
beyond all others. There are
only choices which are less
perilous than other choices.
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Read Marquis Childs in The

Washington Post daily except
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»

Just four
months - before, on" March 2,.
Bradley in,k a major address’

kR

forces would have to take part |
in that garrisoning.

"gardless of what turn the truce |-
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